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Chambers, Whittaker Witness 


structive 
reads, Random House. May 21, 1952. $5.00. 
Opera That the crisis this century head-on clash, war 


the death between two diametrically opposed ideolo- 
gies, two fundamental philosophies, two faiths, 
news. may news that once-convinced com- 
munist has, his turning away from that faith, 
frankly and unreservedly confirmed that fact does 
Whittaker Chambers his overlong but continually 
fascinating “confession”. Communism dangerous, 


writer 
the 


nor 
theater 


avers, having discovered for himself painfully, 

because the focus and rallying point, the embodi- 


God, man alone, man supreme”; the only opponents 
its conspiracy the world are those who 
know and profess the faith summed the credo: 
“Man under God, God above all”. 


Chambers versus Hiss has become one the “cele- 


was 


brated cases” our times. Some 250 the more 
land, than 800 pages Witness recount the interminably 
yland incidents surrounding this cause célébre that began 
libel action and not yet entirely ended after the 
first accuser, Hiss, has been convicted perjury, 
conviction that brands him unmistakable traitor 
the United States, however mistaken his motives for 
his acts. But the Hiss trial—with its devious legalities 
and subterfuges—is not the most important part 

What important, seems me, the careful, even 
painfully detailed portrait presents intellectual, 
educated liberal, deliberately accepting, without 
being aware snare delusion, philosophy, 
faith and program action that must inevi- 
tably demoralize and dehumanize mankind, enslaving 
all but the ruthlessly relentless ‘revolutionists”, making 
robots the proletariat while destroying all others. 
‘ive And because many American and European “lib- 
gs. erals” and “intellectuals” are still stubbornly infected 
with the dry-rot Nietzschean naturalism which 
vaunts the proud “superman” released from the liber- 
the ating law God, the Witness Whittaker Chambers 
will the fact God the necessary foundation 
human freedom and giving the lie the myth 
communism’s dialectic materialism, will not 
accepted, will discounted, shrugged off. The 
that rings valiantly will termed “tinny 


Indeed some have, and they are not all “liberal” 
thinking themselves, after reading the parts 
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book which were serialized several successive issues 
the Saturday Evening Post, suspected that “Cham- 
bers still convinced communist” though converted 
from Stalinist sovietism. That suspicion, voiced 
me, seemed based passage the introductory 
“letter his children” which Mr. Chambers calls 
Western society “sick”. Yet who can view the world 
today and not conclude that world society desperate- 
sick—precisely because has been long dis- 
oriented from its proper center, its Creator, and 
long fevered with the demonic disease materialism, 
which Communism but the final and fatal stage? 


one believe Mr. Chambers all, then one must 
believe the sincerity his revulsion from the god- 
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Chambers Simon 


less faith which once professed excusing all its 
atrocities then means justified its utopian end 
until, says, “heard the screams.” 


The diabolic deliberateness with which millions are 
massacred the refinements mass starvation, and 
out slave-labor and concentration camps for the 
politically unfit, the ideologically undesirable, well 
for all potential and actual opponents the re- 
morseless regime, can and is—so perverse man’s 
mind can and without belief God—counten- 
anced and defended legitimate intellectuals 
apparent goodwill, philosophical sentimentalists who 
pretend horrified the Nazi incinerator murders 
and gas annihilations. That Alger Hiss should willing- 
collaborate with world communism even the 
extent betraying national secrets 
national policy, that should consider himself justi- 
fied doing order hasten the world coalition, 
ought not difficult understand when see 
thousands equally well educated and avowedly 
liberal placidly propose euthanasia, compulsory sterili- 
zation, contraception, state supremacy education 
and welfare, ‘planned economies” and other manifes- 
tations totalitarian thinking the “only reason- 
able solutions” the public problems their own un- 
reasonable and dogmatic atheism have engendered, 
multiplied and intensified everywhere. These same 
liberals will defend Alger Hiss and denounce belittle 
Whittaker Chambers. 


Mr. Chambers’ Witness reads easily; and there 
lot read: his adventures contact man for the 
communist underground, the almost casual, and there- 
fore frightening, evidence widespread espionage 
government bureaus; accounts the fanaticism 
“well-born” and wealthy partisans the Comintern- 
Cominform who will, most certainly, among the 
first purged the plot succeeds; his confusing 
and yet typical “unhappy childhood”, with its root- 
lessness anything but dead rule-of-conventions; the 
poverty and anxiety his years after “deserted” 
from the underground, the harrowing insecurity 
himself and his wife and two children until found 
haven the editorial offices Time. 


amazing document, its detail, its obvious 
honesty and its competent construction. may 
times seem melodramatic, times egocentric. 
But the general effect one humility and honesty. 
cal commentary and for these our times, more 
opportune. Reading should arouse thought; and 
thought may awaken conscience the reader. For 
that reason, Witness recommended every citizen 
object lesson and warning what can come, 
unless all men God’s will are beware. 

Grady, 

University Scranton 


Simon, Edith The Golden Hand 
Putnam. Apr. 25, 1952. 501p. $4.00. 

The Golden Hand novel English life the latter 
half the fourteenth century. Unlike most its 
genre, this work eschews the great the notorious his- 
torical figure the mover events. What the author 


actually creates domestic history several families 
Those years England saw the Black Death, 
The Peasants’ Rebellion, the rise Lollardy and the 
overthrow Richard II, but while the historical forces 
affect the life Anglemere they are shown only 
far the local people are directly influenced. 
two three scenes are set outside the area. The 
great event which provides the thread for the recount 
ing the fortunes many individuals the building 
cathedral. 


effect the compression and circumscription neces 
sary her purpose the author has the long tale nar 
rated two old men the completed cathedral 
pilgrim between darkness and dawn one day. 
device becomes times annoying, others prepos 
terous. But, speaking through the two skilled 
laborers, the author able avoid taking obvious 
position matters faith and superstition. 


The cathedral theme the book unfortunately 
veloped. the first place, the main spring the 
action impious fraud and the nature the fraud 
known the reader from the outset (although not 
the narrators). For gold statuary hand found 
the excavation for small church, thieves substitute 
inadvertently the hand executed preacher. 
one the friars guarding the treasure that night had 
vision St. Francis, the human hand thought 
his. Miraculous cures occur and the erection great 
cathedral dedicated “St. Hand” ordered. 
years later, prevent the truth the substitution from 
being made known, the Abbot, the “hero” the book 
there one, murders the one man who will betray 
the secret and perpetuates the fraud. The 
own father, one the original wrongdoers who has 
sinfully nursed the secret the end, also dies his 
son’s arms, assured the Abbot that the crime need 
not confessed. (How the old narrators learned the 
truth does not appear.) 


Although restrained tone, the book also makes use 
stock figures and situations, fornicating, buffoonish 
monks, fanatical priors, hypocritical, lustful nuns, 
the grounds that such people did exist the time. 
There counter-balance this, however. While 
several the characters are admirable most stand- 
ards not one lives motivated even affected 

real religious faith. 

The author has stated that she wished write book 
“hope”. From what appears, hope lies good 
craftsmanship only, not toward any end but for its 
own sake. 
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HEADLINERS 
Book and Classification Author and Review 

Cousin Rachel (IIb) Feb. 
The Caine Mutiny (IIb) Wouk 
The Cruel Sea (IIb) Monsarrat Aug. 
The Gown Glory (Ila) Turnbull Mar. 
Lieutenant Hornblower Forester Apr. 
The Swimming Pool inehart Feb. 
The Son Adam Wyngate (IIb) O’Hara Apr. 
Hold Back the Night (Ila) rank Mar. 
SPQR (IIb) Bonner Apr. 
The President’s Lady (Ila) Stone Oct. 
The Sea Around (I) Carson 
Confidential (IIb) Lait May 

Mr. President Hellman Apr. 
Adventures Two Worlds (Ila) Cronin Mar. 
Elizabeth the Queen Crawford Apr. 


Marred lack what constituted the true 
richness the times, The Golden Hand remains 
expert recreation day day life over the years that 
compasses. demands favorable comparison with 
The World Not Enough, few years ago, for its 
wealth domestic, economic detail. must recom- 
mended discriminating adults interested the 
period. 
Doris Maguire, 
New York, New York 


Wouk, Herman The City Boy 
Doubleday. May 22, 1952. 348p. $3.50. 

Four years after its original publication, The City Boy 
again released the public illustrated edition. 
There doubt that this republication, graced with 
new preface Marquand, was designed 
capitalize the great and continuing popularity 
The Caine Mutiny, and, fortuitously, appears the 
wake the Pulitzer award the better known book. 
This might seem call for “reexamination” the 
earlier work the light the later one. But this 
unnecessary. The City Boy well worth attention 
its own merits. 


The story Herbie Bookbinder eleven year old, fat, 
brilliant and unheroic pupil P.S. 50, small saga 
the East Bronx. Its incidents, with one exception, 
are little: Herbie’s rivalry with school bully, his 
appearance class play, his trip the Museum 
Art, his summer camp, and, motivating much his 
other activity, his great love for red-haired Lucille 
Glass, the perennial flirt. Yet almost incredibly 
achieves measure stature. 


The gentle, stern Jewish Bookbinders, the lawyer Glass, 
the foul school-principal and camp-owner, Mr. Causo, 
and several other adults are made real. But the story 
one boyhood and the book belongs Herbie and 
Herbie’s friends—and tormentors. Comparisons, such 
have been made, with Tom Sawyer are not mere 
loose talk. 


Mr. Wouk, from his early years, knows New York and 
feels only native can. (Exception must taken 
however his fancy that trains enter Grand Central 
through tunnel under the East River.) His reproduc- 


Wouk McCann 


tion and evaluation its public schools are accurate 
and humorously just. His feeling for the parks, sub- 
ways, vacant lots, houses, childhood customs, street 
games and all the rest warm and reassuring. 


Most reassuring the fact that the author was able 
delve into childhood and come out with something 
truthful and pleasant. Bookbinder real and 
convincing proof that young Lonigan and Danny 
O’Neill are not standards American boyhood. 


Mr. Wouk may not “great” writer; his wisdom 
not always the deepest, but there wisdom him. 
Yet The City Boy, less clamish and less condescending 
than Tarkington’s old stories will probably 
read for its authenticity and for its entertainment 
value for years and years come normal and in- 
telligent people. pleasure recommend this 
honest, simple and worthwhile novel readers from 
the age Herbie Bookbinder the eldest. 


Clinton Maguire, 
New York, New York 


McCann, Kevin Man from Abilene 
Doubleday. May 19, 1952. 252p. $2.50. 

his Foreword, Mr. McCann, who served General 
Eisenhower’s assistant from 1946 until August 1951, 
sets the tone for the book: “In fact, even the most 
objective portrayal the day-to-day Eisenhower might 
suspect, for host ways seems too good 
true. Yet most ways better than seems”. 
After having made clear his attitude toward Eisen- 
hower, Mr. McCann proceeded write book 
which there not one sentence criticism coun- 
terbalance against page after page what comes close 
times being sheer flattery. The book seems 
have been written for but one reason, advance 
Eisenhower’s chances for moving into the White House 
next January. 

November 1940, period treated one the open- 
ing chapters, find Eisenhower ruefully admitting 
that had had “only six months’ actual duty with 
troops since 1922”. Eisenhower was hoping that 
might selected “to command one the next armor- 
regiments formed” but realized that his lack 
experience handling troops would perhaps make 
impossible for him achieve his goal. managed 
avoid transfer desk job Washington, C., 
the time and was very pleased being sent San 
Antonio June 1941 serve the staff General 
Krueger. August, Eisenhower participated the 
Louisiana war games, and thereafter his rise was mete- 
oric. The author does not actually help the reader 
understand why was that Eisenhower was promoted 
over the heads many senior officers the position 
Supreme Commander Europe. partial explana- 
tion, the author devotes many pages Eisenhower’s 
early life, his days West Point, his service this 
country during World War his service subse- 
quently Panama, Paris, Washington, C., and 
finally Manila, where served MacArthur’s 
staff from 1935 1939. 

The post-war years receive much attention. 
hower’s opposition entering politics 1948 stress- 
ed; his reasons for going Columbia May 1948 are 


analyzed; his work Europe Supreme Commander 
NATO praised; his letters and speeches dealing 
with our national and international problems are given 
much prominence. Here you have Eisenhower full 
dress uniform, poised, confident, smiling. 


Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, Ilinolis 


Rosenman, Samuel Working with Roosevelt 
Harper. May 21, 1952. 560p. $6.00. 


Every public figure necessity has the benefit expert 
assistance the compilation major speeches. Frank- 
lin Delano Roosevelt, the student the twentieth 
century well knows, took full advantage specialized 
help the formulation his numerous inaugural 
addresses and fireside chats. 


Judge Samuel Rosenman’s excellent book Working 
With Roosevelt delves into the story behind each the 
late president’s public messages. The book might 
humorously called Ghost Writer’s Autobiography. 


Franklin Roosevelt, when running for Governor 
New York 1928, was need someone assist 
gathering information and helping with campaign 
speeches. Maurice Bloch, Roosevelt’s campaign man- 
ager, suggested Assemblyman Samuel Rosenman. The 
job was given Rosenman and for seventeen years 
served confident Governor and President Roose- 
velt. 

Roosevelt speech seems have been born with the 
assistance more than three four men. 
velt would have definite idea some major aspect 
government. might deal with agriculture, banking, 
labor foreign aid. would outline what had 
mind and turn over Rosenman. the early 
days the New Deal Raymond Moley supplied much 
the prose for major talks. After Moley’s departure 
Rosenman emphasizes the contributions Cohen and 
Corcoran. Still later came Hopkins and Sherwood. 
Most the drafts were written the Cabinet Room 
the White House. Quiet and secluded, was the 
best working place for the President’s writers. Some 
speeches took all day and half the night prepare. 
Each writer would submit draft the other. After 
reading each other’s work permanent draft would 
formulated sentence sentence. completed 
speech would submitted Roosevelt for his ap- 
proval. The president would read the draft, make 
insertions, knock out sentence two and write the 
word “boil” along side lugubrious passage. “Boil” 
F.D.R.’s vocabulary meant condense. occasion 
some Roosevelt’s additions did not please his writers. 
Then would their turn “boil” the President’s 
expense. “Fireside Chats” were limited many 
words and many six seven drafts were written 
before agreement was reached. Many humorous anec- 
dotes connected with Roosevelt’s love fictitious char- 
acters are contained this book. also had habit 
ad-libbing and frequent departures from the text 
caused dismay among the “ghosts”. For example 
his first inaugural address the text read “This day 
consecration”. F.D.R. read ad-libbed the 
word “national” before “consecration”. His “fear” 


Rosenman Vining 


sentence was another late addition, the source which 
mystery Rosenman although may have come 
from Henry Thoreau who said: “Nothing much 
feared fear”. While this book fundamentally 
story speech preparation introduces commen- 
taries most the palace guard 1933-1945. Rosen- 
man takes issue with Jim Farley. Jim Farley’s story, 
the ex-Postmaster General intimates that the President 
thought was Farley’s social superior. Rosenman 
vigorously denies this pointing out that F.D.R. never 
judged man his position society. Farley, like 
Garner and Bankhead, had political views unlike the 
President. For this reason they were never 
the seventeen years that Roosevelt made speeches his 
greatest, the author says, was his Cleveland speech 
1940. His greatness speaker was his ability 
talk directly his audience. simple language 
sought approval his policies. toss the head, 
pause, grin would drive home his point. knew 
his speeches heart and seldom had rely entirely 
the printed text. 
For historians and students general Chapter XXIV 
entitled New Alignment Parties for the Future: 
Roosevelt and Willkie, 1944 valuable. Willkie and 
F.D.R. engaged correspondence relative unification 
the liberal elements both parties. 
seemed acceptable Roosevelt who was having trouble 
with Southern reactionaries 1944. Death ended this 
plan and only the future holds the key whether 
will become reality. 
Working With Roosevelt long book. Much 
could abridged but lover long detailed works 
this reviewer appreciates the efforts Judge Rosen- 
man. Rosenman most self-effacing. has the 
virtue humility and places the spotlight his hero 
F.D.R. His labors will well appreciated students 
the New Deal and conclusion let congratulate 
the Judge for remarkable book. 

Frank Brown, 

History Department, 

University Scranton 


Vining, Elizabeth Gray 

for the Crown Prince 
May 14, 1952. 320p. $4.00. 
For four years this well-loved American writer chil- 
dren’s books was, the Emperor’s request, tutor the 
Crown Prince Japan. Originally her contract called 
for one lesson English per week the heir the 
throne, and not more than eight lessons per week 
the girls’ and boys’ schools where the children the 
Imperial Family were enrolled. confidence Mrs. 
Vining’s character and ability grew, additional lessons 
were arranged for the Prince, and private lessons for 
the daughters the family, others for the Empress, 
and for many informal contacts other Eventu- 
ally the Grand Steward told her, want you 
open windows wider world for our Crown 
Prince”, invitation which enabled her affect grad- 
ual changes his mode living and associates, and 
develop him independence thinking-and 
democratic outlook which would have been impossible 
under the formalized conditions which previously 
rounded him. 


Lippincott. 
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this account her stay Japan, the author antici- 
pates questions from the reader her aim, conscious 
unconscious, convert the royal family Christian- 
ity and teach them democratic principles, stating 
firmly she was under contract teach English, 
more. However, her deep-rooted Quaker convictions 
and way life offered many opportunities for quiet, 
persuasive example the guests she entertained well 
topics for discussion with her pupils. fact, inter- 
esting are her narration imperial personnel and 
customs, her descriptions land unfamiliar us, and 
her account postwar conditions conquered 
nation, these are less compelling than the picture 
herself which gradually emerges from her pages. Gra- 
cious and kind, disciplined and intelligent, perceptive 
and idealistic, with the imagination see beneath the 
surfaces and the respect for others cause her 
move slowly, she must have been the ideal ambassador 
from the western world. The single criticism which 
the Japanese offered her work was that she was not 
pushing enough, had too much delicacy push her 
own ideas interests. Her efforts overcome this 
“fault” she says were impeded the realization the 
many pitfalls gaping before well-meaning individuals 
who might lay “reformative hands” old, complex 
civilization. 

While much the respect and admiration shown her 
the Japanese people undoubtedly came 
close association with the Imperial Family, little 
must have been won her own actions—as the trust 
that nation imposed her and the courtesies, gifts and 
decorations bestowed upon her indicate. Throughout 
her account, she tactful and natural she 
must have been her daily contacts. Generous 
praise and appreciation others, she warm her 
evaluation individuals well the Japanese 
people whole, and the Occupation forces. Only 
occasionally does she mention passing crude action 
the part individuals the latter group. 


form, her narration follows roughly day-by-day 
record such might have been developed from her 
diary notes, though there are some chapters devoted 
single incident occasion. Among the latter are 
her description the day she attended the war crimes 
trial, and the occasion when she took the Crown 
Prince call General MacArthur. She says this, 
saw conquering general putting the son his 
former enemy ease, speaking him with older 
man’s kindly interest promising boy and the 
same time with the courteous deference due crown 
prince. saw the son the Emperor the defeated 
country facing the arch-enemy without trace fear 
shirking, frank and responsive, with boyish dignity. 
And rejoiced that this day and world, such thing 
could happen”. 

When her four years were ended, and she chose not 
renew her contract, she could count her gains the 
fact that she had aided the young prince achieve 
that poise, well grow initiative and inde- 
pendence, and that she had brought him into closer 
contact with his own brother and his schoolmates, thus 
ensuring more normal, healthy life for him and better 
understanding his people and the world than 
could otherwise have. Characteristically she mutes 
her achievements the final paragraph her closing 


Hodson 


chapter: had been asked open windows 
wider world for the Crown Prince. had tried, but 
who can say what extent had succeeded? But 
certainly many windows had been opened for me— 
and perhaps through for others—both Japan 
itself and that ancient, ceremonious, hidden world 
within the Moat. Through windows, whichever way 
they face, comes light, and light, thought, good”. 


warm, frirendly book, this satisfies much the 
curiosity natural American readers, and offers les- 
son international relations which American tourists 
and stay-at-homes would wise imitate. 


Helen Butler, Ph.D., 
Department Librarianship, 
Marywood College, 

Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Hodson, James Lansdale Morning Star 
Simon Schuster. May 26, 1952. 375p. $3.50. 

James Hodson has earned his living for almost forty 
years journalist, but has not let employment 
the British press lords blind him the syndicated 
strangulation that fast gripping the independent press 
England and America. Morning Star specifically 
the story old-line, individualistic editor’s struggle 
prevent his newspaper from being made another par- 
rot voice the chain transcription powerful lord’s 
dictaphone. More largely and essentially, however, 
plea for press uncontrolled views. 


Samuel Sedgwick, Tory tycoon and benevolent despot, 
busily building his holdings into journalistic tyranny 
that will eventually the nation’s thinking for and 
thereby facilitate complete replacement the Welfare 
State. his paramour, Polly Tremayne, travels 
about regal splendor and self-respecting promiscuity 
that refuses spoil letting marriage come be- 
tween them. one, including Polly, has ever said 
his oracular omniscience. 


Then, seeking buy the Morning Star Greycastle, 
meets Oliver Blackwood, its firm-principled editor. 
Refusing made mouthpiece, Blackwood succeeds 
getting thirty-day option purchase the paper 
and sets resolutely work raise local money 
means vesting ownership town trust. The de- 
lineation Blackwood tough but gentlemanly 
individualist, whose honesty refuses withhold from 
print even his son’s escapades, the book’s greatest 
achievement. combines the austere sincerity 
Stafford Cripps with the relentless grimness Chur- 
directing the staff’s efforts complete the pur- 
chase. 


Blackwood’s domestic life, however, means 
equally well handled. Gradually learn that 
war-time, traumatic eunuch; that and his wife, Han- 
nah, live kind but sexually loveless re- 
spect for each other; and that their supposed son has 
actually been fathered drunken wastrel mutually 
agreed upon means preserving their union. This 
whole situation implausible, distasteful, and structur- 
ally replaceable. 


Sedewick’s obstructionism the conflict takes several 
forms: Polly bait for dissuasion; the lure money; 


attempted seduction Hannah. But his climactic 
device smear campaign reveal Blackwood’s mari- 
tal secret. efforts discourage investors fail, how- 
ever, and the end leaves Blackwood the winner not 
only the paper but also somehow rejuvenated 
happiness with Hannah. 


Intelligent sidelights the current political struggle 
between Conservatives and Liberals (in both whom 
Mr. Hodson perceives faults), effective insistence 
honesty world increasingly devoted compromises 
and expediency, genial sense humor, and excep- 
tional skill characterization all make the book more 
than usually rewarding. Perhaps these merits will 
suffice overcome the very slow opening, leisurely pac- 
ing, frequent Anglicisms not made wholly familiar 
glossary, and sometimes tediously suspended plot 
bring the book American audience. reason 
Sedgwick’s morals and the strange paternity Bob 
Blackwood, the audience should 


George Grauel, Ph.D., 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland 18, Ohio 
Hunter, Hall The Bengal Tiger 
Doubleday. May 1952. 319p. $3.50. 


Since the depression years when Hervey Allen’s Anth- 
ony Adverse and Margaret Mitchell’s Gone With the 
Wind saved many bookseller from financial ship- 
wreck, the historical romance has come occupy 
larger and larger place the publishing scene. Each 
season brings new crop such yarns, and most 
them very well indeed sales items: they are good 
investment risks. Certain the earlier successes, such 
the two mentioned above, had measure vigor and 
originality, whatever reservations may have regard- 
ing their general literary value, but the current produc- 
tions are painfully lacking this regard. Most them, 
fact, resemble one another discouraging degree. 
They appear written formula—a formula not 
evolved the literary world all but Hollywood. 


The formula goes something like this. 
spoiled, highly-sexed young leading woman meets, falls 
love with, and quarrels with tough, cosmopolitan, 
highly-sexed leading man. the setting the 
Orient, there also beautiful native girl, whose con- 
duct conveniently untrammeled exposure Chris- 
tian doctrine. Some important historical event other 
going on, and our characters get involved it. There 
are, meanwhile, erotic episodes, usually involving the 
native girl, but the leading man—deep down his 
heart—is true the leading lady and eventually mar- 
ries her. maybe gets killed. that event, the 
heroine decides devote her life Humanity, and 
goes off Scutari with Florence Nightingale. (Note 
casting directors: the setting changed the 
American ante-bellum South, the native girl can 
replaced beautiful octoroon.) 


Now The Bengal Tiger not bad all this, although 
does fit most the above formula, but bad 
enough, nonetheless. Simon Peeltower the hero; 
Vivian the “voluptuous, red-haired” heroine; Latah, 
the complaisant native girl, etc., etc. What saves the 
book from utter ruin, however, the unquestionable 


Hunter Murphy 


Best SELLERs 


natural ability the writer, who manages several 
occasions triumph over the silliness his 
schematic. The setting, the way, British India 
the time the Sepoy Mutiny, but could quite well 
any troubled colonial area east Suez the days 
the East India Company. 


The erotic episodes render the book unsuitable for any 
save discriminating adults, but afraid that few 
such adults would care read it. these episodes 
were cut, however, there might very well remain enough 
narrative excitement and exoticism setting furnish 
out good movie the Four Feathers tradition. 


Herzer, 
Department English, 
Loyola College, 
Baltimore, Maryland 


Murphy, Francis, C.SS.R. 
Monument Si. Jerome 
Sheed Ward. Apr. 30, 1952. 295p. $4.50. 


1920, the fifteenth hundred anniversary the death 
St. Jerome, Pope Benedict issued important 
encyclical Biblical Studies. Father Francis Murphy, 
C.SS.R., conceived the idea publishing volume 
essays 1947 commemorate the sixteenth hundred 
anniversary this same saint’s birth. But circum- 
stances prevented him from doing and now, five 
years later, Monument St. Jerome makes its 
appearance. 


Certainly one will deny that St. Jerome deserving 
literary tribute. Fast-moving events the political 
world are forcing plan not only for the future but 
also re-investigate the heritage our Christian past 
that now being challenged the Communist colos- 
sus. Not the least among the men who laid the foun- 
dations our western civilization was St. Jerome. Fur- 
thermore, like Origen whom was greatly in- 
debted, this saint was center controversy his own 
lifetime has been succeeding generations. 
Lastly, time when the Church trying discover 
the best manuscripts the Bible and publish more 
accurate translations the vernacular languages the 
debt owe St. Jerome becoming increasingly 
evident. 

There are nine contributors this book addition 
Cardinal Tisserant who writes the foreword. augurs 
well for the future patristic studies the United 
States that six them are Americans: Francis Murphy, 
C.SS.R.; Eugene Burke, C.S.P.; Edwin Quain, S.J.; Louis 
Hartmann, C.SS.R.; Patrick Skean, and Laistner. 
The remaining three are from France: Ferdinand Caval- 
lera, S.J., the author two-volume life this saint; 
Gustav Bardy and Jean-Remy Palanque, who are both 
recognized scholars the history the early Church. 
These three articles are translated into English. 

good portion this work naturally devoted St. 
Jerome’s Scriptural writings. Hartmann studies him 
exegete and Skean’s shows his changing attitude 
towards the so--called deuterocanonical books. 
and analyze his character, pointing out its 
lights and shadows, e.g. his unremitting zeal the 
tice asceticism and his vituperative language towards 
his opponents. Bardy brings out that while St. Jerome 
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spent the greater part his adult life the Orient 
always remained westerner heart and his liter- 
ary Palanque discusses the feelings St. 
Jerome, who wept when Alaric’s army captured Rome 
410, towards the barbarian invaders the empire. 
Quain’s essay concerns St. Jerome humanist, who 
never fully renounced his love for the pagan classics 
even after the famous dream when was condemned 
before the judgment-seat God for being Ciceronian 
rather than Christian. Burke corrects many miscon- 
ceptions about the saint’s spiritual doctrine, and Laist- 
ner traces the influence his writings the eighth and 
ninth centuries. 


All the articles are very well-written, even those 
that have been translated from the French. They are 
likewise very scholarly and the statements the text 
are buttressed references the footnotes primary 
sources and authoritative secondary books. The 
writers have adhered very faithfully the particular 
topic assigned them and hence there not much 
overlapping. There should have been, however, 
essay St. Jerome theologian for after all 
took active part many the dogmatic contro- 
versies his time. While this book will course 
appeal specialists Church history and patrology 
will pity they are its only purchasers. For St. 
Jerome one the outstanding saints the Church, 
and the example his life should enkindle the 
clerical and lay readers greater appreciation for and 
love the Sacred Scriptures. 


Rev. Stephen McKenna, C.SS.R., 
The Church the Immaculate 
Conception, 


New York, New York 


Lee, Edna and Harry All That Heaven Allows 
Putnam. Mar. 28, 1952. 312p. $3.50. 


According the jacket blurb this novel mother 
and son, Edna and Harry Lee, there are seven million 
widows the United States. Considered second class 
citizens those men and women still married, they 
have their own peculiar problems society. The Lees 
have written romantic novel about one such widow 
and presented her case sympathetically. 


Cary Scott, maturely attractive forty and with two 
grown children has accepted social position her 
comfortable suburban town. After two years widow- 
hood she has begun realize that her status “extra 
woman” losing her social invitations. Rebellious 
being passed over for younger women partner for 
men contemporaries who are “extra” also, she feels 
and tries fight self-pity. impulse she begins 
seeing great deal nurseryman, younger than her- 
self and outside her social sphere, otherwise recog- 
nized the country club set. Soon after she finds 
herself completely love, but stalls off her lover’s 
marriage plans because reluctance make the neces- 
sary violent changes her life. children and 
friends, though willing encourage second marriage 
older and more socially acceptable suitor, ridicule 
and oppose her own choice. Deciding martyr her- 
self the interest her children’s happiness, she 
returns her former state loneliness and boredom. 


Lee Conrad 


nearly fatal accident makes her realize her own 
cowardice and her decision marry her lover spite 
the obstacles suggests happily-ever-after future. 


The authors show considerable insight into the psycho- 
logical differences men and women and have done 
particularly good job describing their emotional, 
vacillating heroine. However, their attempts put 
sociological emphasis the plight one untypical 
widow falls short aim. Better than average writing 
makes this romance into readable story, suitable 
inconsequential time passer for adults who can 
recognize its glorification illicit relationship and ac- 


ceptance lax morals. 
Kathleen 
Bethesda, Maryland 


Conrad, Barnaby Matador 


Houghton, Mifflin. Mar. 20, 1952. 213p. $2.75. 

this instance, comparison irresistible. Barnaby 
Conrad’s tragic story Toros and Toreros must inevi- 
tably bring mind The Brave Bulls, Tom Lea’s’ dra- 
matic and impassioned treatment the fascinating 
Spanish pastime bullfighting. Like Lea, Conrad’s 
knowledge the bull fight first hand, but whereas 
Lea’s contact with the sport Mexico was that 
spectator, painter, and aficionado, Conrad actually tried 
his hand bull fighting Spain where was billed 
“The California Kid”. Both novelists are excep- 
tionally skilled craftsmen and both have great respect 
and love for the sport they are writing about. But the 
accolade must Lea who, although more concerned 
with the technicalities the sport than Conrad, 
nevertheless, was the first American give artistic ex- 
pression the tremendous drama the bull fight. 
Hemingway had reported the facts Death the 
Afternoon. Lea swept his reader into the arena and 
brought him contact with the heart and mind the 
matador. this, Conrad equally successful and 
perhaps more successful arriving denouement 
which leaves one spent and purged. Conrad’s achieve- 
ment seems superior Lea’s this regard: The climax, 
which the Corrida both novels, somewhat 
softened touch sentimentality the case the 
earlier work; Conrad’s novel the Climax com- 
pletely tragic, and the reader left spent and purged. 
Nevertheless, Lea’s novel was original, fresh, unique. 
reader who has read The Brave Bulls can keep that 
story from intruding into his mind races through 
the pages Matador. 


Conrad’s story concerns one fatal day the life 
the Matador, Pacote, who the age twenty-nine 
had retired from the bull ring with the reputation 
being Spain’s greatest matador. One day was 
goaded into accepting challenge from young Torero 
who aspired the goal Number One Matador 
Spain. The story begins the day the bull fight. 
Pacote, stricken with fear, drinks heavily. arrives 
the arena sick from fear and drink. His young rival, 
brash, daring, theatric wins the acclaim the crowd. 
Pacote, miserably ineffective and disgrace, wants only 
live, but his innate courage, pride, and sense 
dispell all fear death. faces the bull. The 


action which follows agonizing demonstration 


| 

. 


courage, bravery, and skill which the matador 
regains honor and fame through death. 
The author aims tragic denouement classical 
proportions. Considering the subject has chosen, 
succeeds admirably. 
Lawrence Pontrelli, 
University Scranton 


Kellems, Vivien Toil, Taxes and 
Dutton. May 12, 1952. 159p. $2.50. 


This spirited account Vivien Kellems’ rebellion 
against making deductions from the weekly wages 
her employees required the withholding provisions 
the income tax laws and the resulting legal difficul- 
ties which engulfed her. broader sense, 
crusade against the principle the progressive income 
tax, which she regards Marxist device for destroying 
the capitalistic system. appeal for the repeal 
the Sixteenth (Income Tax) Amendment and return 
the era when direct taxes were uniform and appor- 
tioned among the states accordance with popula- 
tion. bitter attack upon the multifarious func- 
tions the government which turn necessitates high 
income taxes. 

The courageous, albeit impetuous, Connecticut manu- 
facturer’s action attracted nation wide attention when 
February 1948 she refused deduct the 20% 
withholding tax from the salaries her employees and 
announced her intention refuse serve in- 
voluntary tax collector for the government. She con- 
tends that when “an employer pays collect tax, 
private property taken for public use, and the money 
filches from the pay envelope property taken with- 
out due process law”. The withholding tax, she 
claims, unconstitutional. 

Reflecting the extreme “rugged individualism” its 
author, the book portrays almost total lack under- 
standing the proper functions government 
complex social order. unfortunate, too, that 
interesting and significant story marred constantly 
unpardonable invective. 


Francis Powers, 
Department Politics, 
Catholic University America, 
Washington 17, 


Winowska, Maria Our Lady’s Fool 


Newman. 1952. 173p. $3.00. 

Paris, one day, chance meeting between Maria 
Winowska and friend who had spent four years 
the Dachau concentration camp resulted the writing 
this book. Pierre, the friend, had lost his faith 
mankind and God, almost, and Maria Winowska 
wanted prove him that saints are found concen- 
tration camps—that they not need, the friend 
declared “special climate with sanctifying condi- 
And she tells the story Father Maximilian 


Kolbe, Franciscan priest, native Poland, who 
1941 gave his life willingly, offering die place 
fellow prisoner the camp Auschwitz. 


The author follows step step the life Father 


Maximilian. She tells his childhood 


Kellems Winowska Biver 
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Polish home. When was ten, the Blessed Virgin 
appeared him and held out for his choice two crowns 
—one white for purity, the other red for martyrdom, 
The child chose both and from that day dedicated 


his entire life the Immaculate and considered himself 


warrior Our Lady’s army—a soldier enlisted the 


fight against evil. That thought dominated his life. 


the time was twenty-five Father Maximilian held 
two doctorate degrees. Returning Poland from 
Rome, initiated the Militia the Immaculate. The 
publication magazine, the Knight the 
late, was begun. Difficulties and obstacles seemed 
melt the priest’s path, yet all ever did was 


state his needs, call the Blessed Virgin for aid and 


then give implicit obedience his superiors. 


The circulation the magazine grew amazingly. 
Polish prince gave land the order and Father 
Maximilian and his helpers built Niepokalanow ‘the 
city the Here priests and lay brothers 
worked tirelessly the magazine—and also published 
magazine for children. All was labor 
They made this labor hymn praise the Virgin. 


Father Maximilian found time Japan where 
established magazine and looked forward doing 
the same thing India. However, World 
rupted the plans. 

When Father Maximilian returned Poland felt 
that his time for martyrdom was approaching and 
tried impress his followers the fact that all must 
done for the Immaculate spirit love and 
implicit obedience. Subjugating one’s will the divine 
Will was the means sanctification and means 
open all. 

Father Kolbe was when the Nazi camp Ausch- 
witz offered die place another. Eye-witnesses 
tell how heard confessions tirelessly, bore all 
pain patiently, and gave succor and inspiration his 
fellow-prisoners. the starvation block where 
willingly entered was the last die. 


The author states that nothing her book has been 
written that not substantiated written records 
attested eye-witnesses. She believes with all her 
heart that Father Maximilian will one day pro 
claimed saint. Truly then Father Maximilian can 
said saint our own age—one who, not 
spurning man’s technological progress seizes and turns 
all God’s own 


The book inspiring and recommended all. 
Rose Belvedere, 


Brooklyn, New York 


Biver, Comte Paul Pére Lamy 
with Preface Jacques Maritain. Clo 

Dublin. 1952. 214p. $3.50. 


Pére Lamy was born June 23, 1853, village 
the diocese Langres. first joined the Oblates 
St. Francis Sales and remained with them for 
period seventeen years, charge the Institute for 
the Young Troyes. was during this time that 
was divinely encouraged and confirmed his vocation 
for the priesthood. states that had always 
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wanted priest but could not imagine how 
could done. was despair, and was going 
give up. was then that St. Joseph appeared me. 
fixed vocation. said ‘Be priest. Become 
good priest’,” and the saintly priest humble 
manner adds “That does not mean say that did, 
but strained every effort come that point”. 
was ordained 1886 and continued govern the 
Institute for period six years. was then ap- 
pointed curate Saint Ouen, town few miles 
outside Paris, which made mostly laborers. 
his parish which was very poor one says: 
“There were rag--pickers, lovely 
remained there eight years and 1900 became 
the parish priest Courneuve, where the parish- 
ioners talked much among themselves during the 
sermon that scolded them saying, “Sell your 
potatoes, sell your turnips, two minutes for that, and 
then listen the Word God”. labored twenty- 
three years among “his poors” and then, exhausted, 
was forced retire. died 1931, Jouy-en- 
Josas, the house his friend Count Paul Biver who 
the first fifteen chapters the book presents word 
for word the conversations and the sayings this 
saintly priest who was known his day the “rag 
picker’s 

There striking resemblance between the life this 
priest and that the Saint from Ars. Both worked 
from morning night under terrific odds, both never 
ceased praying, both wished remain hidden, both 
were the friend the poor and the sinner. 


During his entire life, Lamy seems have been 
favored with apparitions the Blessed Virgin, Saint 
Joseph, the Holy Angels and even Lucifer. 
Holy Mass, says: generally see the Sacred Species 
surrounded with light. You feel sweetness, gentle- 
ness out the ordinary”. Like the Cure Ars, 
tells that often heard confession twelve hours 
day. Some readers may skeptical some the 
accounts but they cannot fail admire the simplicity 
this priest. “At Courneuve, used have 
confession handkerchief. big handkerchief with 
squares. used put chair front the con- 
fessional and all those who had nothing their head 
and handkerchief put on, had take it. The 
women knew well but there were some who went 
away rather than put on”. Speaking the Angels 
says, “We don’t pray them half enough. What 
for them? little scrap prayer the 
morning, little scrap night that’s all often see 
them and they all sort kindnesses for me”. His 
uncommon piety was the chief stamp his personality. 
said him that while working, while riding the 
street car, even during his few moments leisure, 
was always with his rosary his hand. The 
reader feels that supernatural life was him natural 
life. Mr. Maritain who wrote the preface knew Father 
Lamy and asked him come the bedside Eric 
Satie, the French musical composer. the way the 
hospital explained the Priest the Rag-Pickers, 
that “Satie was great artist, musician, very touchy 
and soon...” But once the hospital “The holy old 
man had forgotten entirely warning”. seemed 
Maritain that Pére Lamy approach was too childish. 
was perishing with confusion, thinking, all lost! 


Tobin Whyte 


But not all. The innocence the conversation did 
the trick exactly with this kind-hearted ironist”. And 
some days later Satie asked for the sacraments and 
made his peace with God. 


This new edition enriched with new and hitherto 
unpublished selections from the journals. contains 
number articles from the Bulletin published from 
1934 1942 the Association the Old Parishioners 
Pére Lamy. These articles bring out the innate 
humility deeply rooted within him. They show his 
spirit poverty which expressed itself the most 
minute economy. Indeed, the life Pére Lamy 
inspiration, and makes one realize and feel that the 
dogma the Communion Saints factual. 


Leon Baisier, K.S.G., 
New Orleans, Louisiana 


Tobin, James Edward The Happy Crusaders 
McMullen. Apr. 28, 1952. 178p. $2.50. 

For this the end without end all our 
living, that Kingdom without end, reach which 
the real end life”. 


With these words from St. Augustine, this book called 
very aptly, The Happy Crusaders, ends. The preceding 
pages have sketched under nine general headings the 
ways through which the soldiers God have attained 
the “real end life”. The selection various, ranging 
from Minicius Felix, and St. Justin, Martyr, through 
Richard Rolle, St. Teresa Avila and St. Jeanne d’Arc 
down our own contemporaries who are giants the 
sight God—such men Father Gerald Vann, Father 
Antonin Sertillanges, and Father Gerald Walsh. 


This book particularly timely our present day 
because preaches most persuasively the only text 
which can save from our own folly—a joyful and 
joyous abandonment God. The introduction par- 
ticularly well done the compiler the anthology. 
stresses what all too often forget, that the 
“burden” being Christian light one, easily 
carried with song the heart, one only remembers 
that the burden Christ’s and ours, not ours alone. 


Without reserve, this book may recommended for 
all readers. are the friends God, certainly 
shall want “garmented with joy”. Here these 
pages are the secret places revealed which resound with 
the love and the laughter those who have truly found 
the “cause our joy”. 


Sister Mary William, 
The College St. Catherine, 
St. Paul Minnesota 


William H., Jr. Anybody Listening? 
Simon Schuster. Apr. 1952. 239p. 

This book the end product two years research 
Fortune Magazine, which the author assist- 
ant managing editor. The purpose the research was 
determine “how and why American business stam- 
mers when talks human beings”. further 
analyses the group values which seemingly underlie 
the moral, social and economic decisions business- 
men and their families. 


The author lambastes efforts big business sell 
Americans America, feels that big business 
has used the “Free Enterprise” campaigns merely 
solidify its own position rather than really teach. 
His castigation business ads and speeches stirs un- 
comfortable memories the minds all who have 
been subjected them. 


Whyte covers number subjects, how speak 
and write clearly, the grapevine, etc. this reviewer, 
the most interesting aspect the whole book the 
section devoted “The wives management”. The 
ideal wife, from management’s point view, one 
who highly adaptable, highly gregarious and filled 
with the realization that her husband belongs the 
corporation. Whyte’s conclusion after interviewing 
wives, officials, and management consultants that 
our schools and colleges are producing the most tract- 
able system-minded youth have ever had. She 
expected nurture the executive ego, stabilizer, 
sociable, and have her whole personal and social life 
attuned the dictates The Corporation. She must 
never have better clothes, furniture, automobiles, 
than those wives whose husbands are higher level 
than her own mate. short, caste and rank must 
strictly observed, devastating results will follow. 


The author states that increasingly corporations are 
interviewing wives before hiring executive, and 
men have been turned down for jobs because their 
wives did not pass the corporation screening. 
names names, among them Servel and Container Cor- 
poration being involved this procedure. The 
screening only the beginning her entire conduct 
expected meet company standards. 


This book amusing, irritating and frightening. 
American business seeks engulf the culture our 
society and make family subservience part the 
price job advancement, well that Whyte 
has smoked them out and shown the destructive trend 
this policy. 

Recommended for adults, especially businessmen and 
their families and college business students. 


John Baldi, 

Chairman, Department Social 
Sciences, 

University Scranton 


Garrett, Garet The Wild Wheel 
Pantheon. Apr. 28, 1952. 220p. $2.75. 

Mr. Garrett has evidently intended, his newest book 
entitled The Wild Wheel, depict facet American 
life during which time the industrial and economic 
growth the country changed from living reality 
American Myth. This era has frequently been 
called the American Industrial Revolution, with the 
invention and mass production the automobile 
logical culmination. Mr. Garrett has notably accom- 
plished his purpose. 


Speaking with familiarity the events this great era, 
the author elaborates Henry Ford’s concept how 
best reap the fruits free enterprise system. From 
the beginning the end this volume, the reader 
constantly aware the dynamic, dogmatic and some- 


Garrett Fante 
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erratic nature this deity the mass production 
world. 


From the inception the Model “T” (through all the 
vicissitudes the various problems mass produc- 
tion, labor and finance) the introduction the 
Model “A” car and finally the appearance and com- 
plete public reception the Ford “V-8”, the author 
has done masterly work inspiring interest what 
Henry Ford planned do, and expressing utter 
amazement the way which did it. Ford has 
been cast dual role: that the inventor, and that 
the manufacturer and industrialist. While being 
cast his major role inventor the main stage, 
was also playing bit-part his other role else- 
where. There most interesting analysis Mr. 
Ford’s development and application the principles 
Taylor, who has frequently been called the 
“Father the American Industrial 
this case, Ford was the application 
ciples mass production what Mr. Taylor was the 
introduction such scientific methods producing 
goods quantity. 


Many the theories and quotes accredited Mr. Ford 
are certainly open much discussion and perhaps 
warm criticism. fact, the reader apt find one 
such provocative thought every chapter. 
respect may said that the story points out the 
fact that “people worked for Henry Ford, 
with Henry Ford”. Outside this, there not much 
about the volume criticize. 


The story can warmly recommended readers who 
like see the “stand-it-alone” make good. addition, 
students American industry and those interested 
current economic and industrial history 
much from the book. obviously not Horatio Alger 
fiction and yet one sometimes wonders some those 

rags-to-riches” stories are not based, least little 
bit, fact. The Wild Heel least 


sible example. 
Charles Buckley, 
Department Business 
Administration, 
University Scranton 


Fante, John Full Life 
Little, Brown. Apr. 21, 1952. 178p. $2.75. 


family named Fante. Written John, husband and 
father-to-be, mostly concerned with Mrs. 
pregnancy and her conversion the Catholic Faith 
from which John himself had long fallen away. The 
most memorable character the book, however, 
neither John nor his wife, but John’s father, Italian 
bricklayer who comes repair termite-eaten floor 
the Fante home. 


The author would have know 
changed his wife into creature obsessions and 
phantasies, who forthwith indulges violent fits 
housecleaning, gardening and religious reading, 
while viewing her husband with scornful tolerance. 
When the termite-infested kitchen floor sinks under 
Joyce’s increased weight and John faced with 
estimated $4000 repair bill, decides home 
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his parents San Juan and bring back Papa Fante 
repair the damage. 


Papa and Mama are the kind parents who exploit 
their son’s filial loyalty the utmost. They work 
his sympathies for their lonely parental plight. They 
impress him with his ultimate shame the expected 
child turns out other than son. They reproach 
him for misuse the fine education they have given 
him, events should prove that has ignored such 
simple devices salt the bed, oysters and eggs 
the diet, and garlic one’s pocket. After much dra- 
matic fainting Mama Fante, Papa persuaded 
return with John Los Angeles the overnight Pull- 
man. The journey with Papa’s tool kit, jugs home- 
made wine and sack goat’s cheese, and Papa’s shame- 
less stories filial neglect reduce John highly 
embarrassed and resentful state. The homecoming 
completes his misery, for Joyce and Papa side together 
against him. Instead repairing the dangerous kitchen 
hole, they decide tear down the existing living room 
wall and build magnificent stone fireplace. They 
bring priest into the house argue and browbeat John 
back his faith. ridiculously pictured ceremony, 
Joyce herself baptized. She, Papa, and John make 
rush, but premature trip the hospital and return 
ignominiously without the Fante grandson. When 
baby boy born week later, Papa ecstatic, John 
makes his peace with God and Joyce becomes again 
normal, reasonable wife. 


This not family book. much too frank and 
vulgar references conception and confinement and 
has tendency ridicule Catholicism (perhaps un- 
wittingly). fathers who read may like very 
much but most mothers are likely think very un- 
funny since few them will want admit that 
similar situations they were any degree tempera- 
mental irrational Mrs. Fante. 


Kathleen 
Bethesda, Maryland 


Warbeke, John The Power Art 
Philosophical Library. 1952. 493p. $6.00. 

have modest idea that this the book the cur- 
rent publishing season least likely have any kind 
success beyond serving memento mori for the 
friends and pupils the author. within its 
special field, systematic aesthetics, which Warbeke 
seems want stretch beyond its normal range 
branch philosophy into way life, easy 
predict that The Power Art will not make more 
than casual impression. This because the book’s 
manifest and exasperating weaknesses greatly outbal- 
ance its one solid virtue—more than occasional gleams 
genuine insight into individual experience with the 
various arts. period criticism devoted pseudo- 
precision expressed cryptic jargon, the most notable 
marks Professor Warbeke’s survey sculpture, archi- 
tecture, painting, poetry, music, and what calls 
“religion” are deadening prolixity, diffusion, and 
expansive, old fashioned, almost archaic vagueness. 
The many momentary insights into art forms and into 
the effect well-known examples the visual and 
aural arts are drowned unexciting marsh words 


Warbeke Lipsky Seeley Jennings Tebbel 


and overrun tiresome parade parallels from 
obscure and, provincial enough venture, unim- 
portant civilizations. The impact that rigidly 
uncut home movie cruise around the world. 


Warbeke seems especially obtuse the subject 
Christianity and shows cocky Victorian addiction 
obiter dicta the shabby side church history and 
the vaporous mystique the liberal “religion the 
future”. 


don’t think much interested. 


Joseph Cotter, 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland 18, Ohio 


REPRINTS 


Lipsky, Eleazar The People Against O’Hara 
Pocket Books, 1952. (No. 863.) (Doubleday, Oct., 1950.) 
better than average mystery, with New York locale 
and good characterization aging criminal lawyer, 
Jim Curtayne, who accepts the apparently hopeless 
case Johnny O’Hara, caught mesh circum- 
stantial evidence, and refusing tell the whole truth. 
Mr. Lipsky knows his criminal courts and the people 
who come and them. 


Seeley, Mabel The Beckoning Door 
Pocket Books, 1952. (No. 862.) (Doubleday, Feb., 1950.) 


Cathy Kingman supports her mother and tries pay 
off debts incurred during her father’s fatal illness 
working nights the Long Meadow Hospital. Her 
cousin Sylvia, wealthy and wandering, comes back 
the home the Kingmans might have shared had not 
Cathy’s mother been disowned for marrying Kingman, 
and murdered. Cathy finds the body and one 
the suspects. Well plotted and with good characteriza- 
tion, although the denouement might have been ex- 
pected any practiced mystery-reader. 


Jennings, John River the West 
novel the Astor adventure. Permabooks, 1952. $0.35. 
Original Doubleday edition, 1948. 

Rory dissatisfied with the Northwest Fur 
Company, joins the John Jacob Astor expedition the 
great Northwest with the aim establishing there 
new nation fur traders. the book plots the 
difficulties trying for government sponsorship the 
plan; the other half the story involved travelogue. 
The book does reasonably well showing the relation 
the fur trade and exploration the development 
the Northwest. (Reviewed Best Sellers, no. 15, 
Nov. 1948, 164.) 


Tebbel, John The Conqueror 
Pocket Books, 1952. Cardinal edition.) $0.35. Origi- 
nal Dutton edition, Mar., 1951. 

The fictionalized adventures major portion the 
American life William Johnson, the English superin- 
tendent Indian affairs the pre-revolutionary col- 
onies. The headstrong and imprudent William, al- 
ways successful with the Indians, takes succession 
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wives and paramours that completely unbalance his 
private life and bring his professional career close 
disaster many times. The series amatory incidents 
make none too artful book suitable only for adults. 
(Reviewed Best Sellers, 11, no. Apr. 1951, 
5.) 


The Turning Wheels 
Mifflin, 


Cloete, Stuart 
Permabooks, 1952. 
$0.35. 

lengthy tale the Boers the African veldt about 
1835. The story includes the murder son his 
father because beautiful woman, pitched battles 
between Boers and African natives plus touch 
domestic color, all which surrounded good 
bit sex. The story strictly for adults. 


Jeanne Marie Popecki, 

Catholic University America 
Library, 

Washington, 


The Seven Storey Mountain 


Apr,, 1952. Signet double 
Original Harcourt, Brace edition, 


Merton, Thomas 
New American Library. 
volume.) 512p. $0.50. 
1948. 

This the autobiography Thomas Merton, con- 
vert Catholicism, who now Trappist priest 
Gethsemani, Kentucky. the story his life, which 
equally critical himself well the world, 
tells the three episodes his existence: his early 
life, his conversion, and the sequel his conversion. 
Though fascinating, the book long, due mostly 
digressions dogmatic, moral and ascetical subjects 
occasioned various incidents his life. There are 
many passages which show Merton’s inexperience with 
theology and philosophy the time wrote the book. 
(Reviewed Best Sellers, 146, Oct. 15, 1948.) 


Brand, Max Danger Trail 
Pocket Books, 1952. (Dodd, Mead, 1940.) 230p. $0.25. 
Max Brand one the best the authors “west- 
erns”. This story Tag Enderby, young and dan- 
gerous outlaw who, with the aid lovely red haired 
girl, eventually proves can also good citizen, 


Best 


quite entertaining and will enjoyed all 
opera” fans, young and old alike. 


Jeanne Marie Popecki, 

Catholic University America 
Library, 

Washington, 


Buck, Pearl 

Pocket Books C-46. 1952. 423p. 
lished John Day, May, 1949.) 
Sellers’ reviewer, Dr. Victor Yanitelli, S.J., said 
Vol. No. May, 1949: “Adults will enjoy 
Kinfolk. Its characters, its insight, its charity, and its 
searching beneath the surface levels mere narration 


Kinfolk 


$0.35. pub. 


all combine make its reading pleasant experience 


and, frequently, highly rewarding one”. The story 
Dr. Liang and his Chinese-American family, and 
their kinfolk the homeland, China, Mr. Buck’s 
eminently readable style. good buy for anyone. 


Tess the D’Urberville 
430p. $0.35. (Original 


Hardy, Thomas 

Pocket Books C-47, 1952. 
lished 1891.) 

One the most readable and most read Hardy’s 
dour novels, Tess only little old-fashioned after 
sixty years. minor classic late Victorian literature 
welcome the 35c price. 


Toynbee, Arnold Greek Historical Thought 
Mentor Books, M72., 1952. 208p. $0.35. 

This reprint the excellent volume with the same 
title which Toynbee contributed 1924 the Library 
Greek Thought edited Ernest Barker. After 
good introduction, the work consists series pass 
ages selected from Greek historical literature. The 
selections comprise prefaces and epilogues, but especi- 
ally passages dealing with the philosophy history and 
the art history. The reflections the Greek his 
torians make solid and fruitful reading. Toynbee 
well says the preface the second edition the 
present work, “In A.D. 1950 have even more 
learn from Greek historical thought than had 


A.D. 
Martin McGuire, 
Catholic University America, 
Washington 17, 


- 


